The Sacraments: Encounters with Christ

All Are One in Christ Jesus

Scripture Passage 1: Galatians 3:26-29

For through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free
person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then
you are Abraham’s descendant, heirs according to the promise.

Scripture Passage 2: Acts of the Apostles 2:42—-47

They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the
bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done through
the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property
and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need. Every day they devoted
themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate their
meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And
every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Scripture Passage 3: Romans 16:1-8

I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is [also] a minister of the church at Cenchreae, that you may
receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the holy ones, and help her in whatever she may need from
you, for she has been a benefactor to many and to me as well.

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom
not only | am grateful but also all the churches of the Gentiles; greet also the church at their house. Greet
my beloved Epaenetus, who was the firstfruits in Asia for Christ. Greet Mary, who has worked hard for
you. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and my fellow prisoners; they are prominent among the
apostles and they were in Christ before me.

(Note: Names in bold are women, some of whom are leaders of house churches.)

Scripture Passage 4: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was
handed over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is my body that is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.
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Scripture Passage 5: 1 Corinthians 12:3—11

And no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the holy Spirit.

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but
the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To
each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit
the expression of wisdom; to another the expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to
another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to
another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually
to each person as he wishes.

Scripture Passage 6: John 6:53-58

Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and |
will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood remains in me and | in him. Just as the living Father sent me and | have life because
of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me. This is the bread that came
down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.”

(The scriptural quotations on this handout are from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010,
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. All Rights Reserved. No part
of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the copyright owner.)
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