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Case 1

Sandy stood blocking the door on the driver’s
side of Jeremy’s car. “You’re not driving me
back to the dorm. You’ve had too many beers,
and you know it. Give me the keys. I can drive
this thing.”

“No way! It’s my car. Besides, I can do all
right. What do you know about drinking, any-
way? All you ever have is orange juice or some-
thing.” Jeremy pushed Sandy aside so that he
could open the car door.

“If you were sober, you’d never have done
that. Come on, Jeremy, be reasonable. Let me
drive, please.”

By now Jeremy had managed to find the
right key and was crawling into the driver’s
seat. “No way are you gonna drive. You can’t
handle this car anyway,” he said as he slammed
the door and started the engine. Sandy stood
outside the car and stared at Jeremy, wonder-
ing what to do next.

• What would be the most self-loving thing for
Sandy to do?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

• Has Sandy shown love for Jeremy in this inci-
dent?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Case 2

Zeke was furious with Carmen. “This is the
third time today that I’ve seen you talking with
Ramon. You were smiling and having a great
time, weren’t you? How do you think I feel?”

Carmen was close to tears. “I’m really sorry,
Zeke. I won’t talk to him again. Honestly, I
didn’t know it bothered you.”

“Well, it does bother me. You should know
that by now.”

Tears streamed from Carmen’s eyes. She
could not bear to lose Zeke.

• According to the definition of love given in
this course, does Zeke love Carmen?

__________________________________________

• How much does Carmen love herself?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
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Cases to Examine: 
Where Is Love?

Read the following cases carefully and answer in writing the questions that
follow each.
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Case 3

“You can’t use the car for two weeks. That’s all
there is to it, Chris. You said last week that you
would fill the tank after going out with Sam
and Becky, and you didn’t. Then I ran out of
gas trying to get to the gas station. If you can’t
fill the gas tank, you can’t use the car. Period.”
Chris’s mother was fuming as she stormed out
of the living room.

Chris sat stunned, contemplating two weeks
without a car.

• Was the mother’s treatment of Chris loving?

__________________________________________

• Chris did not keep the commitment to fill the
gas tank. What might this say about his own
sense of himself as a responsible person?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Case 4

Sarah and Tony had been dating for over a
year, but suddenly Tony stopped calling Sarah.
Indeed, one of Sarah’s friends told her that she
had seen Tony at a movie with Michelle: “And
they looked a lot closer than just buddies, let
me tell you.” Sarah was devastated. But she
desperately wanted to be Tony’s girlfriend. That
night she called him. He made some lame ex-
cuses for not calling her but did not mention
the other girl. The next day Sarah sent Tony a
card that dripped with affection. A few days
passed with no reply. She called him again.
Tony’s mother said that he was out. Sarah
called all weekend. When she had no luck, she
drove over to his house, parked in front, and
waited for him to come home. She told herself,
“I can’t let him go. I love him too much.”

• Does Sarah really love Tony?
__________________________________________

• Did Tony handle the ending of his one-year
relationship with Sarah responsibly?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Case 5

Tim stood in his underwear in the middle of
the muddy ditch. His hands were tied, and a
hood covered his head. The temperature was
dropping. The cold was becoming unbearable,
but he gritted his teeth to prevent himself from
saying anything. The initiation master had told
him that only men who could “tough it out”
could be fraternity brothers. He knew that this
was only the beginning of the initiation.

• How much do Tim’s fraternity brothers care
about him?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

• How much does Tim love himself to permit
this treatment?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
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