Jesus Christ: God'’s Love Made Visible

Final Performance Task Options
for Unit 5

Important Information for All Three Options

The following are the main ideas that you are to understand from this unit and so should appear in this
final performance task so your teacher can assess whether you learned the most essential content:

e Jesus’ commandments to love God and neighbor are explained in the Sermon on the Mount.
Jesus’ parables help us to understand the Kingdom of God.

Jesus desires for us to take seriously his commandments to love God and others.

Treating all of creation with respect and dignity enables us to grow in faith and as disciples.

Option 1: Stained-Glass Teachings of Jesus

A large urban church, Saint Vincent de Paul, was severely damaged by a recent storm. The diocese
received a large donation to repair and upgrade the church. The donation, however, was contingent upon
including large stained-glass windows, which will function as a pictorial Bible for the large non-English-
speaking immigrant population this church serves. As an artist you have been commissioned by the
diocese to create one panel of the collage, a summary of Jesus’ teachings: the Beatitudes, the Greatest
Commandments, or the parables.

Follow these steps to complete your panel of stained glass:

o Review the Beatitudes, the Greatest Commandments, or some of the parables.

e Go to the wiki your teacher has created for this project. Follow the instructions provided about how to
collaborate with the other artists to create the stained-glass window. Each artist will contribute one
panel. First, you will look at examples of stained-glass windows and provide some additional
examples that you like for all to look at. Second, you will learn some history about stained-glass
windows. Finally, you will engage in an online conversation with your fellow artists to create an overall
stained-glass window and then decide which part you will work on.

e Create a design of your section of the window on an 8'/,-by-11-inch piece of paper, either hand-
drawn or computer-generated. Take care to think through the symbolism or example(s) you will use
before sketching out a rough draft. Hand in a rough draft, as well as the final draft, and a one-half-to
two-thirds—page explanation of the art you created and how it comes from the teachings of Jesus.

You will be graded based on your contributions to the group work on the wiki as well as on the individual
panel you create and your explanation of it.

Option 2: Write a Monologue, Story, Play, or Vignette
about Jesus’ Teachings

As an author and playwright, you and several others have been asked to create a play or skit about three
to five people who listen to Jesus’ teachings and learn how to live differently because of them, perhaps
solving a problem they were having before hearing Jesus’ Word.
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Follow these steps to write and develop your play or skit:

e In your small group of three to five actors, use the teacher-created wiki to learn more about writing
dramatically. Decide the skeleton of the play, using Jesus’ teachings, the main characters, the
conflict, the climax of the play, and the resolution.

e Using the wiki, begin to write the dialogue for the play, using everyone’s input if it is timely. Once the
final text has been written, schedule some time to rehearse the play before presenting it. Costumes or
props are welcome but not necessary. The production of your work should be designed to teach
middle school students in Catholic religious education programs or schools about the powerful results
of living as a disciple of Jesus. Your program will be successful if your middle school audience can
relate to the individuals presented in your production; if it successfully summarizes Jesus’ parables,
the Beatitudes, and the Greatest Commandments; and if it shows how they all lead up to building
God’s Kingdom and how living this way affects others.

The play will be graded both individually on the participation you demonstrate on the wiki in creating the
play and the way you play your role, and as a group in terms of the overall final product.

Option 3: Christian Summer Camp Leader Application
Self-Assessment

You are applying to be a team leader at a Christian summer camp. As a leader for the entire summer, you
are expected to be a strong witness to the teachings of Jesus. To be accepted as a leader, you must
complete a written self-assessment examining how well you integrate and follow Jesus’ teachings.
Acceptance will be determined by whether your written self-assessment provides examples and spells out
the degree to which you follow and struggle with Jesus’ teachings through the Beatitudes, Jesus’
parables about the Kingdom of God, and the Greatest Commandments.

Follow these steps to write your self-assessment:

o Reflect on your acceptance of or questions about each of the Beatitudes (draw from either Luke or
Matthew), five parables about the Kingdom of God, and the Greatest Commandments.

e Provide examples of ways you believe Jesus would want you to act, given his teaching and ways you
do respond at this point in your life.

e Explain how following or struggling to follow Jesus’ teachings affects you, as well as how others in
your community are affected by your example.

Your self-assessment will be graded on whether you use each of Jesus’ teachings for the self-
assessment, how well you explain your understanding and response to the teachings, and on appropriate
use of grammar, spelling, and so on.
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