Jesus Christ: God'’s Love Made Visible

Final Performance Task Options
for Unit 4

Important Information for Both Options

The following are the main ideas that you are to understand from this unit and so should appear in this
final performance task so your teacher can assess whether you learned the most essential content:

o Jesus shares his relationship with his mother with us so that we all have a mother to whom we can go.
e Mary models discipleship.

o We can have the privileged relationship with Jesus that the disciples enjoyed with him.

o Jesus’ relationships with others are directly linked to his mission of salvation.

Option 1: Guided Tour of a Church

Your parish church, Immaculate Conception, is on the historic registry where you live. As a part-time job,
you are giving tours of the church to people coming to visit, not all of whom are Catholic or even religious.
Your job is not only to explain the age and origin of the statues and stained-glass windows but also to talk
about the Catholic teaching that relates to them.

The material you present to the visitors cannot stretch beyond a 15-minute tour. Prepare a script for

your presentation that contains the following items:
e a brief welcome to the church and explanation of the church’s name

e an overview of Mary’s role in the Catholic Church

o atleast three biblical quotes to show how Mary can be considered Jesus’ first disciple

e a short explanation of how and why Catholics do not pray to Mary

e examples of several prayers related to Mary (Prepare to explain the Catholic Church’s belief in
Scripture and Tradition if a tourist asks about why she or he cannot find some information about Mary
in the Bible.)

e anintroduction to at least three Gospel disciples who are featured in the church’s stained-glass
windows

o three biblical references indicating when Jesus called the disciples, what their relationship was like,
and how Jesus’ relationship with others furthered his mission of salvation

e a brief explanation of how people today can be disciples

e an invitation to join the community at Mass on Sunday to learn more about the Catholic faith

(Your small group may want to use a wiki to put together this script. Assign each person a part of the
script and then put it together online.)
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Option 2: Presentation on Jesus’ Primary
Relationships

You have been invited to participate in a citywide gathering of middle school youth from the parish religious
education programs by giving a presentation on Jesus’ important relationships. Your presentation will
include a brief talk, a presentation of artwork, and an activity for the participants.

The Talk

Be sure to cover the following points in your talk about Mary, his mother, and his model disciple:

o When Mary was about your age, the angel told her she was to be the mother of God. Her response
was faith-filled and trusting.

o When she heard the news about herself, she learned that Elizabeth, her relative, was also pregnant.
Mary went to visit her. Elizabeth greeted Mary as “the mother of my Lord,” and Mary responded with
the Magnificat.

o Read Luke 1:26-56 (the Magnificat). Consider the meaning of the Magnificat and how it relates to the
Annunciation. What does it tell you about the relationship between Mary and Jesus?

e Mary continues to be the mother of all Christians. Share three ways to honor Mary through prayer.

e Explain how the Annunciation is clearly applied to the life of a disciple and to the lives of youth today.

Continue with a discussion of Jesus’ relationship with the disciples:

e Explain how Jesus’ relationship with Peter was up and down and provide several examples of Jesus’
interactions with Peter.

e Share a few other examples of Jesus’ interactions with the disciples, emphasizing the way Jesus used
these relationships to further this mission of salvation.

o Emphasize that Jesus invites each of the students to a personal relationship with him and to
discipleship.

You need create only an outline of your talk, but make it detailed.

The Presentation of Artwork

Identify and analyze three works of art that depict the Annunciation or Jesus and the disciples. These will
become part of the poster you will use during your talk. There are many artists from which to select: Fra
Angelico, Henry Tanner, Michael Parchment, El Greco, illuminated manuscripts from the Middle Ages,
Orthodox icons, and so on.

The Activity

Create an activity about Jesus’ relationships with his disciples and Mary, illustrating what discipleship is.
You can create a game, a prayer experience, an art option, a role-play, or another idea. (Your small group
may want to use a wiki to put together this presentation. Assign each person a part of the presentation and
then put it together online.)
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