Vocations: Answering God’s Call

Final Performance Task Options for Unit 2

Important Information for All Three Options

The following are the main ideas you are to understand from this unit. They should appear in this final
performance task so that your teacher can assess whether you learned the most essential content:

e The primary vocation of the Catholic laity is to be a witness to Christ in the midst of daily life.

e The laity shares in Christ’s mission as priest, prophet, and king by fully participating in the
spiritual and sacramental life of the Church, by proclaiming the Good News of salvation, and by
modeling service to others.

e In their relationship to the local parish, laypeople participate in the life of the universal Church.

e The single lay state of life can be a uniquely graced position from which to live out the Christian
vocation of faith and justice.

Option 1: A Class Blog

Your teacher will provide instructions for enrolling in the blog. He or she will post the unit’s key understandings
at the beginning of the blog, and will invite you to respond to a short article that she or he posts weekly. You
should refer to the key understandings each time you respond. For example, the article may concern a person
who is living her or his Christian vocation in an extraordinary manner, or it may be about a person’s difficulty in
living the Christian life in the midst of life’s distractions. Your teacher may choose to simply ask for your
response to the article in light of the current unit or to answer a short set of questions after reading the article.
You are required to post a response on the blog at least three times a week. Your teacher will specify
particular requirements for your posts. In general, your posts must be constructive and positive, and at least
one of them must be a response to another student’s post. Your teacher will keep a weekly record of your
posts in order to evaluate whether or not you have illustrated an adequate grasp of the unit’s essential
understandings. You must fulfill all of your teacher’s requirements to receive an exemplary evaluation.

Option 2: A Parish Resource Guide for the Laity

Follow these steps in creating a parish resource guide for the laity:
e Give your guide a title, and type one to two pages of information for lay parishioners—something
they could pick up and read fairly quickly.
o Write a brief “mission statement” for the layperson, describing his or her calling to bring Christ’s
presence to all with the help of the parish community. Explain the meaning of an apostolate.
e Include the following information in your guide:

o names and phone numbers of the pastor, his associate (parochial vicar), the director of
religious education (DRE), the liturgy director, and others who hold positions of authority
in the parish along with a short description of ways they may assist the layperson
the parish schedule of liturgical services, especially Sunday Masses
names and contact information of spiritual directors that the parish recommends
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o names and contact information of all laypersons who lead such groups as a social justice
committee, a protect life committee, or a group who ministers to the sick

o information about where to find print resources, such as a parish library (also include at
least two specific resources for lay ministers); also include several Web resources

o names of lay ecclesial ministries that are available in the diocese or in the parish
a list of several other ideas that a layperson could help to get started, such as a prayer
group for laypeople

Option 3: A Reflective Essay

Write an essay in which you reflect upon the manner in which your studies or participation in sports can
be a genuine apostolate for you, an opportunity to witness to Christ in midst of daily life. Use the following
guidelines to write your essay:
e Incorporate the essential understandings and information from unit 2 in your essay.
e Include reflections about how your work or play can be of service to Christ, particularly in the
way you witness to others.
e Include reflections about how both your talents and your challenges can help you to live as a
more authentic Christian.
e Your essay must be at least four pages, typed and double-spaced.
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