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Final Performance Task  
Options for Unit 7 
The following are the main ideas you are to understand from this unit. They should appear in this final 
performance task so your teacher can assess whether you learned the most essential content: 
� Jesus fulfills both the Covenant and salvation history. 
� Knowledge of the communities to whom the Gospels were written can help us to understand the 

Gospels’ similarities and differences. 
� The Beatitudes interpret the Ten Commandments and carry the Covenant forward. 
� We can encounter Jesus today in the Gospels. 

Option 1:  A Socratic Seminar 
Study the Connections Between the Life of Jesus  
and the Old Testament 
You will take part in a Socratic seminar about how Jesus fulfilled the Covenant. Your teacher will assign 
you to research one of the following questions about that topic. You will then prepare for the seminar as 
directed in the next part. 
� How has Jesus Christ fulfilled the Covenant made with King David? 
� The Gospels make various connections between Jesus and the leaders of the Old Testament. Give 

examples and explain the purposes of these connections. 
� Jesus fulfills the Law presented at Mount Sinai. Give examples to explain how Jesus does this and 

explain the significance of this new presentation of the Law. 
� The Passion of Christ varies according to the Gospel presenting it. Read Matthew 27:1–56, Mark 

15:1–4, Luke 23:2–49, and John 18:28–19,42. What does each Passion narrative highlight and 
(according to your understanding of the Gospels) why? 

Prepare for the Socratic Seminar 
� Review your class notes and the Gospels to formulate a well-supported answer to your question 

assigned above. 
� Type or neatly write the points you want to make during the seminar. Be sure to cite scriptural 

passages to support your ideas. 
� Bring your written notes and your Bible to class on the day of the seminar. They are required 

“entrance tickets” to participate. 
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Option 2:  Jesus as the Lamb of God 
Study Jesus as the Lamb of God 
You will explore Jesus as the Lamb of God by examining art and artists from different periods and artistic 
schools. You will pick an artistic representation of Jesus, the Lamb of God, and write a reflection about it. 
You will print out or otherwise recreate a copy of the art to accompany your reflection. Your work will be 
posted in a gallery for presentation. Take the following steps: 
� Read the following passages from John’s Gospel for references to Jesus as the “Lamb of God.” 

o John 1:29–34 (John the Baptist’s testimony to Jesus) 
o John 1:35–42 (the first disciples) 
o John 10:11–18 (the Good Shepherd) 

� As background for these passages, read their footnotes in the New American Bible. Look up “Lamb” 
in the Saint Mary’s Press® Essential Bible Dictionary. Find an online version of this dictionary at the 
Saint Mary’s Press eSource site. 

� Choose one artistic representation of Jesus, the Lamb of God. Examples include the apse mosaic 
“Tent of Heaven” at the San Vitale basilica in Ravenna, Italy; “Adoration of the Lamb,” by Jan van 
Eyck, part of the Ghent altarpiece; and the fresco of Jesus the Good Shepherd from the catacombs of 
Saint Callixtus. These can be found easily in an Internet search. You may want to try The Web 
Gallery of Art for European paintings. Check with your teacher if you have trouble with an Internet 
search for “Lamb of God.” 

� Check your choice with your teacher. Once your teacher approves the choice, begin by looking 
carefully at your representation of Jesus, the Lamb of God. Write notes that answer the following 
questions. 
o What is included in the representation? 
o Who is included in the representation? 
o How are they represented? 
o What is the mood of the representation (happy, sad, triumphant, defeated)? 
o Does the representation do a good job of presenting the meaning of the Lamb of God as found in 

the passages from John? 

� After observing and taking notes on your representation, review the Gospels and your notes from 
class. Ask yourself the following questions: 
o How does the “Lamb of God” reference to Jesus connect him to salvation history? 
o Why might the “Lamb of God” image have spoken well to the audience John was writing to? 
o Which of the Beatitudes from Matthew’s Gospel (5:1–12) match the image of a lamb? How does 

John’s use of this image move beyond the Jewish understanding of the lamb of sacrifice? 
o How does the idea of the “Lamb of God” help you to understand Jesus? 

� Continue to take notes and write down the chapters and verses of the passages you find                    
in the Gospels. 

� Type or neatly handwrite a two- to three-page reflection on your representation, including proper 
citations of the Scriptures to support your analysis. Describe specific aspects of the representation,  
as well as the general presentation of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

� Review your writing for grammar and spelling errors before turning it in. 
� Print out or otherwise recreate your depiction of Jesus, the Lamb of God, to hand in with                

your reflection. 


