The Bible: The Living Word of God

Final Performance Task
Options for Unit 3

The following are the main ideas you are to understand from this unit. They should appear in this final

performance task so your teacher can assess whether you learned the most essential content:

e Salvation history is the pattern of specific events in human history in which God clearly reveals his
presence and saving actions. In one sense we can say that all human history is salvation history. By
this we mean that the one true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has been present and active in
the lives of his People since the beginning of time.

e Salvation history began with humanity’s first sin and ended in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

e Original Sin led to the loss of original holiness, made humans subject to death, and made sin
universally present in the world. This universally present sin led to further sin among God’s People.
The sins of his People resulted in broken communities and families and in separation from God, one
another, the natural world, and even themselves. Christ’s saving Death and Resurrection gave
human beings the grace to be in communion with God.

e Although human beings may have turned from their relationship with God during salvation history,
God always remains faithful to them.

Option 1: “My History,” a Creative Writing
Performance Task with Biblical Exegesis

Read the following writing prompts. You will create at least a two-page personal reflection and exegesis

that will illustrate the connection between an event or a time in your life during which you felt God’s

presence and a similar event in salvation history.

e Begin by thinking about an important time in your life, perhaps a challenge, when God called you or
you felt his presence.

e Take some notes. When was this event? What were you doing or experiencing at the time? How did
you feel God’s presence or call? Did you understand it at the time? Were others involved?

o Next look back through your class notes (especially the handout “Sprint Through Salvation History”
[Document #: TX001107]) to find a period of salvation history that illustrates a similar situation. (If you
need some help with this, consult an older relative or your teacher.)

¢ Now look through your Bible to find two or three passages about that similar situation.

e Read over the passages a few times and take notes. Ask a few questions about them from the unit 1
handout “Biblical Exegesis Chart” (Document #: TX001090). Use biblical tools such as a
concordance, biblical dictionary, or commentary to explore these questions and write down your
observations. (This will be the exegesis portion of your reflection.) Be sure to include appropriate
citations for your sources.

o Reflect on the similarities and differences between the events from salvation history and your
experience.
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Write about your experience. In your reflection include the passages, either fully or partially, to make
a direct connection between your life and the passages.

After you have written your reflection, proofread it for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Write
your name at the top of the first page.

Create a visual accompaniment with your reflection—a collage, a scene, or another visual
representation of the connection you have just written about. (It will be displayed for others to view.)

Turn in the completed, proofread reflection and visual accompaniment.

Option 2: Commemorating Key Moments in
Salvation History by Researching a Jewish
Ritual, Festival, or Holiday

Choose a Jewish ritual, festival, or holiday to research. Check your selection with your teacher. You
will identify the historical basis and the contemporary observance of the ritual, festival, or holiday.

Next, look through your Bible to find information about your chosen ritual, festival, or holiday.

Begin your research. You may use biblical resources such as a concordance, commentary, or Bible
dictionary or any other reliable source from the Internet. Be sure to include appropriate citations for
your sources.

Find at least three scriptural passages that explain or provide a context for the ritual, festival, or
holiday. Ask: “At the beginning of the story, are the people close to or far from God? By the end of the
story, has their relationship with God changed? How do the people act? How does God act? How
does the celebration today celebrate God’s saving presence?”

When you have adequately researched, write a two- to three-page report on your ritual, festival, or
holiday. Explain the historical roots and the scriptural passages that refer to the festivity, or provide a
context for it and explain the role the festivity played in Jewish life in biblical times, in salvation
history, and today.

After you have written your report, proofread it for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors.

Create a 2-minute presentation about your festivity with a visual medium such as PowerPoint, poster
board, a skit, a song, and so on.

You will present your findings to the class, after which the other students will be allowed to ask
clarification questions, so be sure to review your report!
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