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The Life and Times of Jesus 
This is an exercise in biblical exegesis, namely historical criticism. Studying the life and times of Jesus 
enables us to better understand Jesus’ actions, teachings, and stories. 
1.  Seek answers to the research question you drew, being careful to follow these guidelines as you do so: 

� Assess the authority of your sources. For books or articles, look to see what kind of credentials 
(degrees, job titles) the author has to determine whether his or her material is accurate and well 
researched. For Internet sources find out who is in charge of the site and what his or her 
credentials are. 

� Find material from more than one source. 
� Appropriately cite the sources you use, for both direct quotations and background material. 

2.  Write a five-paragraph essay about the topic, highlighting the most important pieces of information you  
     have found. Include citations for the sources you use. 

3.  Develop a three- to five-minute presentation about your findings. You can use PowerPoint or make a  
     poster to illustrate your points. Include at least one visual element, such as a photo, an image printed  
     from the Internet, or your own sketch. This will help your classmates to better understand the  
     information when you present it, because they will be able to see what you are talking about, as well as  
     hear it from you. 


